
 
 

Muskegon County Health Department 

Plague Fact Sheet 
 

 
Muskegon County Health Department www.muskegonhealth.net 
209 E Apple Ave, Muskegon, MI 49442 Phone: (231) 724-6246 

What is the plague? 
Plague is a disease of animals and humans caused by 
bacteria. It is most commonly found in rodents and 
their fleas. It is extremely rare in the United States. 
 
There are three main types of plague: bubonic, 
pneumonic, and septicemic. All three types are cause 
by the same bacteria, but the methods of 
transmission and areas of the body infected are 
different. 
 
How is plague spread? 
Plague may be spread through the following ways: 
 
Bubonic Plague 
• A bite from infected fleas 
• Contact with tissue from infected animals 
 
Pneumonic Plague 
• Spread from person-to-person through 

respiratory droplets (cough, sneezes, saliva) 
• Usually spread within 6 feet of infected person 
 
Septicemic Plague 
• Occurs when the infection spreads into the 

bloodstream  
 
What are possible symptoms? 
Symptoms may include: 
 
Bubonic Plague 
• Chills 
• Fever 
• Headache 
• Muscle pains 
• Weakness 
• Swollen tender lymph glands 
 
Pneumonic Plague 
• Weakness 
• Cough 
• Fever 
• Shortness of breath 
 
Septicemic Plague 
• Severe generalized sickness 
 

If bubonic or pneumonic plague is left untreated, the 
bacteria could spread into the bloodstream and cause 
septicemic plague. 
 
How is plague diagnosed? 
Plague is diagnosed from samples of sputum, blood, 
spinal fluid, or infected glands. 
 
What is the treatment for plague? 
Antibiotics should be started within the first 24 
hours. Plague may cause death if not treated 
promptly. 
 
For more information on plague: 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/plague/  
 
CDC Public Information 
English  1-888-246-2675 
Espanol  1-888-246-2857 
TTY  1-888-874-2646 


